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SYNOPSIS

In November 2023, amidst uncertainties of post-pandemic public opinion, Richfield Public Schools achieved 
the decisive approval of a two-question referendum: renewing its existing technology levy and doubling its 
operating levy. Three factors made this campaign remarkable:

1. The election followed a historic 2023 MN Legislative Session, during which state legislators touted 
“fully funding” K-12 schools. Against these headlines, the district was asking voters to increase local 
property taxes.

2. A short timeline. The Legislative Session ended on May 22. The school board decided on the 
referendum question in August, and early voting for the November 7 Election started on  
September 22. 

3. Overwhelming success: 81.3% voter approval for question 1 and 72.5% for question 2.

Academic gains, school funding and public trust were at stake in this campaign. Richfield Public Schools has 
been a leader in closing opportunity and graduation gaps, and without additional operating revenue, successful 
educational strategies were at risk. The Technology Levy (Q1) provided $4.7 million annually and would expire 
in 2024 unless renewed. The Board also needed to make a critical decision about asking voters to increase their 
operating levy (Q2). With inflation and the economic climate, board members worried about risking public trust 
if they asked for too much.

Applying the four-step process, Richfield’s team conducted 
qualitative and quantitative research to inform decision-
making and communications. They engaged community 
opinion leaders and locally elected officials. This effort grew 
from a long tradition of community engagement; it was more 
than a 12-week informational campaign. 

Delivering on our Promises, the campaign theme aligned the 
referendum with the district’s Strategic Plan. The campaign 
celebrated achievement, focused on students, and reinforced 
public trust. Implementation strategies amplified opinion 
leaders, saturated all channels, and inspired voter turnout for 
the off-year election. 

The campaign evaluation included precinct-by-precinct 
analysis, metrics for each communication strategy, and a 
demonstration of public trust. With overwhelming voter 
support for both questions, the district secured $90 million 
over the next ten years (11% of its annual operating budget), 
stabilized district finances for the future, and realized a high 
level of public trust.

https://www.kare11.com/article/news/local/richfields-class-of-2020-closes-graduation-gap/89-252afef3-de91-45b5-8a45-420a1c457db3
https://www.richfieldschools.org/about/strategic-plan
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RESEARCH

A metropolitan district, Richfield Public Schools (MN) serves just over 4,000 students across six schools, an 
early learning center, an alternative high school program, and a Transition Plus program. District boundaries 
cross two municipalities (Richfield and a small portion of Edina). Demographically, the district is diverse with 
no ethnic majority: 43% Hispanic or Latino; 29% White; 13% Black; and 24% Multi-Language Learners (MLL). By 
policy, all communication is provided in English and Spanish. The median household income is below the state 
average; the average home value is $300,000. The district benefits from a large commercial/industrial tax base, 
which reduces the tax impact on district residents.

With a reputation for community engagement, fiscal transparency and robust communications, Richfield voters 
have long prioritized education spending. The District has several advisory committees actively engaged in 
planning (Finance, Teaching & Learning, Technology, Facilities, Athletics, etc.). During the 2000s through 2017, 
the district held referendums about every two years, leading to volunteer fatigue. The District’s last referendum 
was in 2017; citizen committee leaders were no longer engaged. New leaders would need adequate time to 
organize and plan.

The Minnesota Legislature touted “historic education spending” during their 2023 session. While revenue increased, 
many new mandates accompanied the funding. Ultimately, the increase in state revenue did not fill the gaps in need, 
especially since federal pandemic funding was expiring simultaneously. The District could need to rely on third-party 
groups (p.3) to explain the complexities of state funding, the cost of new mandates, and the continued need for local 
referendums. Working in cooperation with other districts would provide a unified message.

A comparison of local referendum funding to neighboring districts presented a compelling picture; Richfield’s 
local tax effort was half that of neighboring districts. In addition, current property taxes (2023) were lower than 
those five years ago. (Two important key messages.)

To understand the audiences and information needs, the comprehensive research plan included:

• Secondary research on district referendums, including historical data, voting trends, and impact on the
community.

• Analyzed past referendum outcomes and voter engagement strategies.

• Reviewed state and national voter behavior statistics to inform strategies (e.g., parents of school-age
children mostly support but are least likely to make time to vote).

• Engaged key stakeholders, including district officials, community leaders, active community groups, other
metro superintendents, and staff in planning to inform decision-making and messaging.

• Developed a comprehensive glossary guide for staff and volunteers to ensure all messaging was factually
accurate and clear.

• Analyzed primary staff and parent survey data

• Content analysis of local media and social media groups to anticipate issues.

• Conducted two primary, formal, random-sample phone surveys. February | August

https://data.census.gov/profile/Richfield_city,_Minnesota?g=160XX00US2754214
https://rc.education.mn.gov/#demographics/orgId--10280000000__groupType--district__year--2024__p--b
https://www.amsd.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Connections-August-2023.pdf
https://www.amsd.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Connections-August-2023.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/f_auto,q_auto,t_image_size_2/v1694550780/richfieldschoolsorg/brboo8zeolpcal8lsyut/OperatingReferendumComparison.jpg
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WuaojbvJOibykam2_I4ObPv3OP0EampkoRG2OeIKJLU/edit?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1683038820/richfieldschoolsorg/p2qtj2esgy2vgk9f4u1i/StudySession5-1-23Packet.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1683038820/richfieldschoolsorg/p2qtj2esgy2vgk9f4u1i/StudySession5-1-23Packet.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1IH4zTTQK_Kfg9Fvd5yIKpgrDGJxxdmYf?usp=drive_link
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PLANNING

The planning phase of Richfield Public Schools’ referendum campaign started almost a year before the 
campaign and built on existing community engagement and communications strategies. Grounded in the 
District’s Strategic Plan and informed by research, our approach prioritized clear messaging, robust outreach, 
and effective engagement to create a proposal that the community could support. 

To deliver on their promises in the Strategic Plan, Richfield identified how the renewed technology levy and 
increased operating levy would be used to continue meeting defined goals.  

1. Strategy Development:

• Campaign timeline: Kick-off research (January), begin issue priming (March), anticipate the close of
the Legislative session (May), statutory deadlines (August), back-to-
school (August), the start of early voting (September), Election Day
(November), post-election communication. 

• Campaign Theme: Align the campaign theme with the district’s
Strategic Plan, Richfield Realized, and referendum past promises to
emphasize continuity and reinforce the district’s commitment to
achieving its goals.

• Stakeholder Involvement: Personal outreach to involve key
stakeholders, including opinion leaders, elected officials, staff and
community groups in the planning process.

• Research Integration: Integrate insights from qualitative and
quantitative research into the campaign strategy to effectively tailor 
messaging and outreach efforts.

2. Messaging Strategy:

• Clear Communication: Use one master messaging document to ensure
clear and concise messaging across all materials and efficiently use
translators’ time. Highlights the referendum’s benefits for student support,
academic gains, school funding facts, how to vote, and public trust.

• Evidence-based Messaging: Support all claims with independent third-party data (academic data,
financial data, legislative statements).

• A Compelling Need: Demonstrate the impact of funding and inequities compared to more affluent
neighboring districts.

• Language Accessibility: To accommodate the district’s diverse audiences, ensure all communication
materials are provided in English and Spanish.

• Fiscal Responsibility: Emphasize the district’s prudent financial management, transparent budgeting, and
lower property taxes.

BE INFORMED.

VOTE
BE INFORMED.

VOTENOVEMBER 7
VOTE ON OR BEFORE

NOVEMBER 7
VOTE ON OR BEFORE

RICHFIELDSCHOOLS.ORG/VOTE RICHFIELDSCHOOLS.ORG/REFERENDUM

1 2
• Personalizes instruction.
• Provides real-world simulations for science.
• Enhances student achievement.
• Prepares students for a rapidly changing world.
• Provides equitable access to schoolwork from 

anywhere, at any time.
• Makes school operations more efficient. 
• Enhances security for people, property and data.

Question #1:
Renew the existing technology levy.

The Richfield School Board has unanimously agreed to hold a 
referendum this fall to ask voters to renew and increase local funding to 

support student learning. There are two questions on the ballot. 

612-798-6000

referendum@rpsmn.org

richfieldschools.org/referendum

QUESTIONS?LEARN 
MORE

BE A 
VOTER VOTE

September 22
through

November 7

Question #2:
Revoke and replace the existing operating 

referendum to be more equitable with 
neighboring districts.

to ensure more equitable funding.
to maintain small class sizes.
to personalize learning.
to support students who struggle.
to stabilize future school funding.

$16
per month

Additional $16 per month on a 
property valued at $300,000

Prepared and paid for by Independent School District No. 280 (Richfield Public Schools), 401 70th Street W., Richfield, MN 55423. 
This publication is not circulated on behalf of any candidate or ballot questions. 

VOTE BY MAIL VOTE EARLY, IN-PERSON
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 22(Allow a couple of weeks for mail service) NOVEMBER 7  |  7 A.M. - 8 P.M.

VOTE ON ELECTION DAY

Step 1: Complete an absentee ballot application. 
Step 2: Return your ballot application.

Step 3: Receive an absentee ballot. 
Step 4: Return your ballot either by mail or in 
person. All ballots must be returned by 8 p.m. 

on Election Day, Tuesday, November 7.

Find your voting location at  
www.pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/

Are you registered to vote?
In Minnesota, you can register or update your registration 

when you vote, whether that is at your polling place on 
Election Day or at an early voting location.

www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/

Monday-Friday 
September 22 - November 3 (8 a.m - 4:30 p.m.) 

or Saturday, November 4 (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.)
or Monday, November 6 (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.)

Edina City Hall
4801 W. 50th St.

Richfield City Hall
6700 Portland Ave. 

See supporting materials beginning on page 9.

View the Referendum Plan

https://www.richfieldschools.org/about/strategic-plan
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-2TteDYBHiT4dpciC_IWl6yU5QSGOQQGF0JA9bIKaXY/edit?usp=sharing 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rU4woEp0BXTFjn9GhXnISCGBn1WpACCw-7HzfCSgRAA/edit?usp=sharing
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PLANNING

3. Outreach Plan:

• Multi-Channel Approach: Implement a multi-channel
communication approach that leverages face-to-face opportunities,
traditional media, social media, community events, and direct
mail to reach audiences.

• Community Engagement Events: Leverage existing community
engagement events to interact directly with stakeholders and
answer questions.

• Volunteers: Mobilize volunteers to help with outreach efforts and
ensure advocates have the information and answers they need.

4. Voter Turnout Strategy:

• Inspire Action: “Be a Voter” National research indicates appealing to
identity is more effective for young and reluctant voters than “Vote.”

• Early Voting: Promote early voting opportunities to encourage voter
participation for busy families and make it more convenient for
residents to cast their ballots.

• Election Day Reminders: Visual reminders and message saturation
across all communication channels since the school district was the
only issue on the ballot.

5. Evaluation and Monitoring:

• Metrics Tracking: Establish key performance indicators (KPIs)
to measure the effectiveness of communication strategies and
outreach efforts, such as early voter turnout, questions submitted,
social media reaction, and media coverage.

• Feedback Mechanisms: Implement feedback mechanisms for rapid
response to questions and rumors; proactively meet with residents
known to watch budget and tax issues closely. Gather input from
residents and stakeholders throughout the campaign and make
necessary adjustments to the strategy.

• Continuous Improvement: Use insights gained from evaluation
and monitoring to continuously refine and improve the campaign
strategy in real time, ensuring maximum impact and effectiveness.

• Election Evaluation: Survey volunteers and key leaders regarding
strategy and tactics effectiveness. Summarize campaign to inform
future strategy.

BE A VOTER!
Vote September 22- November 7

WAYS YOU CAN VOTE IN3MINNESOTA

VOTE BY MAIL
(Allow a couple of 
weeks for mail service)

Step 1: Complete an absentee ballot application. 
Step 2: Return your ballot application.

Step 3: Receive an absentee ballot. 
Step 4: Return your ballot by mail or in person. 

All ballots must be returned by 8 p.m. on 
Election Day, Tuesday, Nov 7.

VOTE EARLY, IN-PERSON
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 22

Monday-Friday 
Sept 22 - Nov 3 (8 a.m - 4:30 p.m.) 

or Saturday, Nov 4 (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) 
or Monday, Nov 6 (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.)

Edina City Hall
4801 W. 50th St.

Richfield City Hall
6700 Portland Ave. 

NOVEMBER 7  |  7 A.M. - 8 P.M.
VOTE ON ELECTION DAY

Find your voting location at  
www.pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/

612-798-6000

referendum@rpsmn.org

richfieldschools.org/referendumQ
U

ES
TI

O
N

S?

LEARN 
MORE

REFERENDUM
RICHFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Consistent messaging throughout campaign.
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IMPLEMENTATION

Collaboration with Stakeholders: Richfield Public Schools 
collaborated extensively with various stakeholders to 
develop and finalize the content for each component of the 
informational materials. This collaborative approach ensured 
that the perspectives and insights of all key parties were 
considered, enhancing the relevance and effectiveness of  
the materials.

Design and Formatting: The district focused on designing 
the materials’ layout and formatting to optimize readability, 
translation ease, and visual appeal. By prioritizing user 
experience, Richfield aimed to make the information easily 
accessible and engaging for all stakeholders, regardless of 
age or background. Per District standards, all materials were 
provided in English and Spanish, which meant designing for 
dual languages. 

Feedback and Revision: Following the initial development phase, Richfield reviewed the materials to assess their 
clarity, accuracy, and accessibility. Stakeholder feedback identified areas for improvement, and revisions were 
made accordingly to enhance the materials’ overall impact and effectiveness. Feedback drove the District to 
simplify content and center on a few memorable messages. Additionally, younger audiences preferred digital 
information, while older residents preferred direct-mail print or verbal communications. 

Tools and tactics supported a multi-channel approach 
• Website development

• Social media campaign

• Internal communications/presentations

• Media Relations

• How to Vote materials (e.g. how to vote 
bookmarks, informational postcards)

• Required mailers

• Face-to-face meeting materials

• Training materials for staff (e.g. dos and don’ts, 
talking points, newsletter blurbs)

• Building signage

• Phone and email scripts for voting reminders

richfieldschools.org/about/referendum

A detailed task list kept the campaign on schedule.See Materials in Google Drive

https://www.richfieldschools.org/about/referendum
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ACLwH9YGNG5iE8f0ErtHR4QZ9RJHlUnD/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1D2Y9lHBllE5eYrGQ7rdDh2-lhUjyVSAE?usp=sharing
https://bloomingtonrichfield.mn.newsmemory.com/
https://www.richfieldschools.org/about/referendum
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CjptZ-GHdBRFKBYLwY0n71fJj-G0d-1R?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13jHh_KRmywm6fKEOOfc7cWC0dcsYUsg7?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1D2Y9lHBllE5eYrGQ7rdDh2-lhUjyVSAE?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H4JI603TSXnN7EtGdkmdqpQsegCzEHRL/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XitznVn6FGQXekBTWPSw3tZXrcY1HCcv?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1D2Y9lHBllE5eYrGQ7rdDh2-lhUjyVSAE?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WqbFFEJtUr5UmzXAvLUUCILfLD1hFhQH?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ef4_iOGI31ZvwtxqlqXMK7aI-VGTCpRlyqQtXC-qq_A/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13jHh_KRmywm6fKEOOfc7cWC0dcsYUsg7?usp=drive_link
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EVALUATION

Key performance indicators for this campaign included voter turnout, election results, early voting 
participation, digital metrics, and tool and tactic evaluations to inform future campaigns. The successful 
campaign was featured as a model for other districts in an association newsletter.

“Earning the trust and support of our 
voters is something we work on every day.”
- SUPERINTENDENT STEVE ULOWSKY

Question 

1
YES 
81%

NO 
19%

Question 

2
YES 
72%

NO 
19%

Campaign Evaluation
The District has an outstanding relationship with its community. Engaging advisory groups and opinion leaders 
early in the campaign was critical to its success. The district has also achieved an exceptionally high level 
of public trust (83%). In this small, urban community, word-of-mouth and relationships matter. Working in 
partnership with the City of Richfield, city leaders, the city elections clerk, and city staff had the information 
they needed to answer citizens’ questions. Being respectful and responsive with residents via personal 
meetings and phone calls made all the difference. No visible opposition formed and support was strong.

Election Results
• The District won supermajorities in each

precinct for both questions.

• From pre-campaign survey (58% support) to
election results, Q2 support increased 14%.

• Voter turnout was on par with other off-year
elections when only school district issues were on
the ballot: 17% Voter Turnout, 5,389 Total Voters

• Early voting attracted 802 early voters (15%),
which was unlikely a factor in the results but aided
in building momentum up to Election Day.

Total Funding 
for Ten Years: 

$90 MILLION

https://electionresults.sos.mn.gov/Results/Index?ersElectionId=157&scenario=ResultsByPrecinctCrosstab&QuestionId=1645
https://www.amsd.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Connections-December-2023.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1v4r7132kuqd44QfJ_mho8dRX_SUZwPYv?usp=drive_link
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EVALUATION

Proactive planning started with research and engagement almost a year in advance. Working with communications 
partners from CEL Marketing PR Design and Captivate Media allowed the District’s communication team 
to manage the busy back-to-school season and launch the referendum campaign, meeting critical timelines 
and responding to requests. No single tool reached all voters, so the multichannel campaign, with consistent 
messaging across channels, ensured contact with all active voters.

A survey of key volunteers and leaders provided the following open-ended feedback:

• The campaign was well planned and executed.

• Delivering on our Promises was a great tagline and easy for folks to remember.

• Messaging on cost was clear, making the choice easier for residents.

• Comparing operating levy funding for RPS to neighboring districts was critical.

• Explaining tax impact and the simplicity of voting yes vs. no was helpful.

• Featuring students and teachers was great. Coming to PTSO meetings was great.

• Activating the yes vote was critical. Not sure phone banks were very effective, but support from the Yes
committee and Education Richfield was important.

RANKED VALUE OF TOOLS & TACTICS

1 Video (approximately 10,000 reach)

2 Direct Mail pieces August | October (15,000 households)

3 Website (Traffic spiked on Election Day but only reached a portion of voters (<1,500 users)

4 Social Media posts Calendar (important but only reached a portion of voters (<2,000)

5 Fliers

6 Emails

7 Posters

8 Robocalls

9 A-Frame Signs at schools pick-up/drop-off

10 Bookmark

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5n9MPtC0hw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17FysM0vzmsp6ndvGE7psxMlAX6pt60iW/view
https://www.richfieldschools.org/about/referendum
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lxbZ0izAvQEd2b2pV5BiH6GVeDLkfYcC7_dpXwFc_rc/edit#heading=h.wyn3qlexav31
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1asj666_Rnc9ACHwCNUnKPEEHTlwiZYS6/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aY_fR_6h_FhLdqTvUnpSNVXiMIW_lTxS/view
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PeZ59dolHVlT9FO2Hm4GUFcfCCFZ_JYv?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11qcOQWJaYov54sJFcVFziWtzkzE_bvt2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H4JI603TSXnN7EtGdkmdqpQsegCzEHRL/view?usp=drive_link
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS

VIDEO

Learn about our 2023 referendum questions

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5n9MPtC0hw
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS

DIRECT MAIL PIECES

612-798-6000

referendum@rpsmn.org

richfieldSchools.org/referendum

QUESTIONS?

Learn more at
richfieldschools.org/referendum

¿PREGUNTAS?

Más información en
richfieldschools.org/referendum

612-798-6000

referendum@rpsmn.org

richfieldSchools.org/referendum

Question 1: Renew the existing technology levy. Pregunta 1: Renovar el impuesto de tecnología existente.

Question 2: Revoke and replace the existing operating 
referendum to be more equitable with neighboring districts.

Pregunta 2: Revocar y reemplazar el referéndm operativo 
existente para que sea más equitativo con los distritos vecinos.

100% of our educational technology is funded through a local 
technology levy, which expires in 2024. It must be renewed by voters 
or the District will face more than $4 million in budget cuts. This local 
levy started in 2003 and was renewed by voters in 2013. We are asking 
to renew the levy at the same rate as it has been since 2003. Question 1 
would not increase taxes; it renews taxes already being collected.

The technology levy (or capital projects levy):

• Personalizes instruction
• Provides real-world simulations for science
• Enhances student achievement
• Prepares students for a rapidly changing world
• Provides equitable access to schoolwork from anywhere, at any time
• Makes school operations more efficient 
• Enhances security for people, property and data

El 100% de nuestra tecnología está financiado a través del impuesto de tecnología 
que caduca en el 2024. Debe ser renovado por los votantes o el distrito se 
enfrentará a un corte de presupuesto de más de 4 millones de dólares. El impuesto 
de tecnología se inició en el año 2003 y fue renovado en el 2013. Pedimos que se 
mantenga el impuesto con la misma tasa que fue iniciado en el 2003. La pregunta 1 
no aumentaría sus impuestos; sólo mantendría el impuesto actual. 

El impuesto de tecnología (o impuesto sobre proyectos de capital):

• Personaliza la instrucción
• Proporciona simulaciones del mundo real para la ciencia
• Mejora el rendimiento de los estudiantes
• Prepara a los estudiantes para un mundo en evolución
• Ofrece un acceso equitativo al trabajo escolar desde cualquier lugar, 

en cualquier momento
• Hace que el funcionamiento de la escuela sea más eficiente
• Mejora la seguridad de las personas, propiedades y datos

Richfield voters have long supported our students and schools with a local 
operating referendum. The operating referendum was last approved in 
2017. However, it generates about half the amount per student that most 
districts receive. We are asking local voters for an increase.

• To ensure more equitable funding
• To maintain small class sizes
• To personalize learning
• To support students who struggle (academically and social-emotionally)
• To stabilize school funding for the future

Los votantes de Richfield han apoyado a nuestros estudiantes y a nuestras escuelas 
con un referéndum operativo local que fue aprobado por última vez en el 2017. Sin 
embargo, sólo genera la mitad de la cantidad por estudiante que reciben la mayoría 
de otros distritos. Pedimos a los votantes locales un aumento para:

• asegurar una financiación más equitativa
• mantener el tamaño de las clases
• personalizar el aprendizaje
• apoyar a los estudiantes que tienen dificultades (académica y 

socioemocionalmente)
• estabilizar la financiación de las escuelas para el futuro

Question 2 will ask to revoke our existing referendum of $1,114.60 per 
student, and to replace it with a new authorization of $2,202.89 per student. 
The increase would generate $4.3 million annually for day-to-day operations, 
including hiring and retaining great teachers, supporting learning, purchasing 
instructional materials, paying utilities and transportation, etc. Approval of 
this increase would cost an additional $16 per month on a property valued at 
$300,000. More detailed information is available on our website.

La pregunta 2 pedirá revocar el referéndum actual de $1.114,60 por estudiante y 
reemplazarlo con una nueva autorización de $2.202,89 por estudiante. El aumento 
generaría 4.3 millones de dólares anuales para las operaciones diarias, que incluye 
la contracción y retención de  maestros excelentes, el apoyo del aprendizaje, la 
compra de materiales educativos, el pago de servicios públicos y transporte, etc. La 
aprobación de este aumento costaría $16 mensuales para una propiedad valorada 
en $300,000. Más información en nuestra página Web. 

RICHFIELDSCHOOLS.ORG/VOTE RICHFIELDSCHOOLS.ORG/REFERENDUM

Two ballot questions. One commitment to maintain 
existing class sizes and support for student learning.
The Richfield School Board has unanimously agreed to hold 
a referendum this fall to ask voters to renew and increase 
local funding to support student learning. There are two 
questions on the ballot. 

Dos preguntas. Un compromiso para mantener el tamaño 
de las clases y apoyar el aprendizaje de los estudiantes.
El Consejo de las Escuelas Públicas de Richfield acordó por 
unanimidad llevar a cabo este otoño un referéndum para pedir a los 
votantes que renueven y aumenten los fondos locales para apoyar el 
aprendizaje de los estudiantes. En la boleta hay dos preguntas.

BE INFORMED.

VOTE
INFÓRMESE.

VOTENOVEMBER 7
VOTE ON OR BEFORE VOTE O ANTES

EL 7 DE NOV.

How much is needed? ¿Cuánto se necesita?

$16
per month

$16
mensuales

VOTE BY MAIL VOTE EARLY, IN-PERSON
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 22 NOVEMBER 7  |  7 A.M. - 8 P.M.

VOTE ON ELECTION DAY

POR CORREO TEMPRANO, EN PERSONA
A PARTIR DEL 17 DE SEPTIEMBRE 2 DE NOVIEMBRE  |  7 A.M-8 P.M.

EL DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #90196
Twin Cities, MN

Richfield Public Schools
401 W 70th Street
Richfield, MN 55423

HOURS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE
HORAS DE SERVICIO COMUNITARIO10,420

percent of our graduates 
have chosen to embark on 
trades apprenticeships, 
career certificate programs, 
our Transition+ program, or 
have committed to serving 
in the military. 
El porcentaje de graduados 
que elige embarcarse en 
el aprendizajes de oficios, 
programas de certificación 
profesional, nuestro 
programa Transition+ o 
que se han comprometido 
a servir en las fuerzas 
armadas.

67
percent of our graduates 
are college-bound.
El porcentaje de 
nuestros graduados que 
entra directamente a la 
universidad.

22
percent are stepping 
directly into the 
workforce.
El porcentaje que entra 
a formar parte de la 
fuerza laboral.

graduates earned World Language 
Seals and Certificates, qualifying 
for college credits and gaining an 
advantage toward future bilingual 
employment.
Graduados obtuvieron Sellos y 
Certificados de Idiomas Mundiales, 
calificando para créditos 
universitarios y obteniendo una 
ventaja para futuros empleos 
bilingües.

CELEBRATING THE CLASS OF
CELEBRAMOS LA CLASE DE 2023

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES
¡FELICIDADES GRADUADOS!

2023

percent of our graduates 
are exploring various other 
opportunities, including a gap 
year to travel or discover their 
passions.
El porcentaje de nuestros 
graduados está explorando otras 
oportunidades, incluido un año 
sabático para viajar o descubrir 
sus pasiones.
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A-F RAME SIG NS AT SCHOO LS PICK-UP/DR OP-OFF

VOTE
TODAY

VOTE
HOY

Polls are open until 8 p.m.
Las casillas están abiertas hasta las 8 p.m.

Remember to 

VOTE
on November 7

Recuerda 

VOTAR
el 7 de noviembre

English

Spanish
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PO STERS

INFÓRMESE.

VOTE
INFÓRMESE.

VOTEVOTE O ANTES
EL 7 DE NOV. VOTE O ANTES

EL 7 DE NOV.

RICHFIELDSCHOOLS.ORG/VOTE RICHFIELDSCHOOLS.ORG/REFERENDUM

POR CORREO TEMPRANO, EN PERSONA
A PARTIR DEL 22 DE SEPTIEMBRE(PUEDE TOMAR DOS SEMANAS) 7 DE NOVIEMBRE  |  7 A.M-8 P.M.

EL DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES

Paso 1: Rellene una solicitud de voto en ausencia. 
Paso 2: Entregue la solicitud de voto.

Paso 3: Reciba una boleta de voto. 
Paso 4: Entregue su boleta de vota en persona 

o por correo. Todas las boletas deben ser 
entregadas antes de la 8 p.m. el día de las 

elecciones, martes, 7 de noviembre.

Encuentre su lugar de votación  
www.pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/

¿Está registrado para votar?
En Minnesota puede registrarse o actualizar su registro 
cuando vaya a votar, ya sea en su lugar de votación o 

en un lugar de votación temprana.
www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/

de lunes a viernes 
del 22 de septiembre al 3 de noviembre 

(8 a.m - 4:30 p.m.) 
o el sábado, 4 de noviembre (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.)
o el lunes, 6 de noviembre (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.)

Edina City Hall
4801 W. 50th St.

Richfield City Hall
6700 Portland Ave. 

El Consejo de las Escuelas Públicas de Richfield acordó por unanimidad llevar a cabo este 
otoño un referéndum para pedir a los votantes que renueven y aumenten los fondos locales 

para apoyar el aprendizaje de los estudiantes. En la boleta hay dos preguntas.

¿PREGUNTAS?
612-798-6000

referendum@rpsmn.org

richfieldschools.org/referendum

Más 
información Vote

1 2
• Personaliza la instrucción.
• Proporciona simulaciones del mundo real para la ciencia.
• Mejora el rendimiento de los estudiantes.
• Prepara a los estudiantes para un mundo en evolución.
• Ofrece un acceso equitativo al trabajo escolar desde 

cualquier lugar, en cualquier momento.
• Hace que el funcionamiento de la escuela sea más eficiente.
• Mejora la seguridad de las personas, propiedades y datos.

Pregunta #1:
Renovar el impuesto de tecnología existente.

Pregunta #2:
Revocar y reemplazar el referéndum operativo existente 

para que sea más equitativo con los distritos vecinos.

asegurar una financiación más equitativa.
mantener el tamaño de las clases.
personalizar el aprendizaje.
apoyarán a los estudiantes que tienen 
dificultades.
estabilizarán la financiación de las 
escuelas para el futuro.

$16
mensuales

$16 mensuales para una propiedad 
valorada en $300,000

Preparado y pagado por el Distrito escolar independiente 280 (Escuelas Públicas de Richfield) 401 70th Street W., Richfield, MN 55423. 
Esta publicación no apoya ningún candidato ni pregunta de la boleta de voto.

desde 
el 22 de 

septiembre 
hasta el 7 de 
noviembre 

BE INFORMED.

VOTE
BE INFORMED.

VOTENOVEMBER 7
VOTE ON OR BEFORE 

NOVEMBER 7
VOTE ON OR BEFORE 

RICHFIELDSCHOOLS.ORG/VOTE RICHFIELDSCHOOLS.ORG/REFERENDUM

1 2
• Personalizes instruction.
• Provides real-world simulations for science.
• Enhances student achievement.
• Prepares students for a rapidly changing world.
• Provides equitable access to schoolwork from 

anywhere, at any time.
• Makes school operations more efficient. 
• Enhances security for people, property and data.

Question #1:
Renew the existing technology levy.

VOTE BY MAIL VOTE EARLY, IN-PERSON
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 22(Allow a couple of weeks for mail service) NOVEMBER 7  |  7 A.M. - 8 P.M.

VOTE ON ELECTION DAY

Step 1: Complete an absentee ballot application. 
Step 2: Return your ballot application.

Step 3: Receive an absentee ballot. 
Step 4: Return your ballot either by mail or in 
person. All ballots must be returned by 8 p.m. 

on Election Day, Tuesday, November 7.

Find your voting location at  
www.pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/

Are you registered to vote?
In Minnesota, you can register or update your registration 

when you vote, whether that is at your polling place on 
Election Day or at an early voting location.

www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/

Monday-Friday 
September 22 - November 3 (8 a.m - 4:30 p.m.) 

or Saturday, November 4 (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.)
Monday, November 6 (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.)

Edina City Hall
4801 W. 50th St.

Richfield City Hall
6700 Portland Ave. 

The Richfield School Board has unanimously agreed to hold a 
referendum this fall to ask voters to renew and increase local funding to 

support student learning. There are two questions on the ballot. 

612-798-6000

referendum@rpsmn.org

richfieldschools.org/referendum

QUESTIONS?LEARN 
MORE

BE A 
VOTER VOTE

September 22
through

November 7

Question #2:
Revoke and replace the existing operating 

referendum to be more equitable with 
neighboring districts.

to ensure more equitable funding.
to maintain small class sizes.
to personalize learning.
to support students who struggle.
to stabilize future school funding.

$16
per month

Additional $16 per month on a 
property valued at $300,000

Prepared and paid for by Independent School District No. 280 (Richfield Public Schools), 401 70th Street W., Richfield, MN 55423. 
This publication is not circulated on behalf of any candidate or ballot questions. 

English

Spanish



Richfield Public Schools 2023 Referendum 13

SUPPORTING MATERIALS

WEBSITE
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SO CIA L ME DIA CALE NDAR 
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FLY ERS

INFÓRMESE.

VOTE
INFÓRMESE.

VOTEVOTE O ANTES
EL 7 DE NOV. VOTE O ANTES

EL 7 DE NOV.

#1: Renovar el impuesto de tecnología existente.

#2: Revocar y reemplazar el referéndm operativo existente para que sea más equitativo con los distritos vecinos.

El 100% de nuestra tecnología está financiado a través del impuesto de tecnología que caduca en el 2024. Debe ser renovado por 
los votantes o el distrito se enfrentará a un corte de presupuesto de más de 4 millones de dólares. El impuesto de tecnología se 
inició en el año 2003 y fue renovado en el 2013. Pedimos que se mantenga el impuesto con la misma tasa que fue iniciado en el 
2003. La pregunta 1 no aumentaría sus impuestos; sólo mantendría el impuesto actual. El impuesto de tecnología (o impuesto sobre 
proyectos de capital):

Los votantes de Richfield han apoyado a nuestros estudiantes 
con un referéndum operativo local que fue aprobado por 
última vez en el 2017. Sin embargo, sólo genera la mitad de 
la cantidad por estudiante que reciben la mayoría de otros 
distritos. Pedimos a los votantes locales un aumento para:

RICHFIELDSCHOOLS.ORG/VOTE RICHFIELDSCHOOLS.ORG/REFERENDUM

La pregunta 2 pedirá revocar el referéndum actual de $1.114,60 por estudiante y reemplazarlo con una nueva 
autorización de $2.202,89 por estudiante. El aumento generaría 4.3 millones de dólares anuales para las operaciones 
diarias, que incluye la contracción y retención de maestros excelentes, el apoyo del aprendizaje, la compra de 
materiales educativos, el pago de servicios públicos y transporte, etc. La aprobación de este aumento costaría $16 
mensuales para una propiedad valorada en $300,000. Más información en nuestra página Web. 

¿Cuánto se necesita?

$16
mensuales

• Personaliza la instrucción
• Proporciona simulaciones del mundo real para la ciencia
• Mejora el rendimiento de los estudiantes
• Prepara a los estudiantes para un mundo en evolución

• Ofrece un acceso equitativo al trabajo escolar desde cualquier 
lugar, en cualquier momento

• Hace que el funcionamiento de la escuela sea más eficiente
• Mejora la seguridad de las personas, propiedades y datos

• Asegurar una financiación más equitativa
• Mantener el tamaño de las clases
• Personalizar el aprendizaje
• Apoyar a los estudiantes que tienen dificultades
• Estabilizar la financiación de las escuelas para el futuro

Dos preguntas. Un compromiso para 
mantener el tamaño de las clases y 
apoyar el aprendizaje de los estudiantes.

El Consejo de las Escuelas Públicas de Richfield acordó por 
unanimidad llevar a cabo este otoño un referéndum para 
pedir a los votantes que renueven y aumenten los fondos 
locales para apoyar el aprendizaje de los estudiantes. En la 
boleta hay dos preguntas.

POR CORREO TEMPRANO, EN PERSONA
A PARTIR DEL 22 DE SEPTIEMBRE 7 DE NOVIEMBRE  |  7 A.M-8 P.M.

EL DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES

¿PREGUNTAS?

Más información en
richfieldschools.org/referendum

612-798-6000

referendum@rpsmn.org

richfieldschools.org/referendum

BE INFORMED.

VOTE
BE INFORMED.

VOTENOVEMBER 7
VOTE ON OR BEFORE 

NOVEMBER 7
VOTE ON OR BEFORE 

#1: Renew the existing technology levy.

#2: Revoke and replace the existing operating referendum to be more equitable with neighboring districts.

100% of our educational technology is funded through a local technology levy, which expires in 2024. It must be renewed 
by voters or the District will face more than $4 million in budget cuts. This local levy started in 2003 and was renewed by 
voters in 2013. We are asking to renew the levy at the same rate as it has been since 2003. Question 1 would not increase 
taxes; it renews taxes already being collected. The technology levy (or capital projects levy):

Richfield voters have long supported our students with a 
local operating referendum. The operating referendum 
was last approved in 2017. However, it generates about half 
the amount per student that most districts receive. We are 
asking local voters for an increase.

RICHFIELDSCHOOLS.ORG/VOTE RICHFIELDSCHOOLS.ORG/REFERENDUM

Question 2 will ask to revoke our existing referendum of $1,114.60 per student, and to replace it with a new 
authorization of $2,202.89 per student. The increase would generate $4.3 million annually for day-to-day operations, 
including hiring and retaining great teachers, supporting learning, purchasing instructional materials, paying utilities 
and transportation, etc. Approval of this increase would cost an additional $16 per month on a property valued at 
$300,000. More detailed information is available on our website.

How much is needed?

$16
per month

612-798-6000

referendum@rpsmn.org

richfieldschools.org/referendum

QUESTIONS?

Learn more at
richfieldschools.org/referendum

• Personalizes instruction
• Provides real-world simulations for science
• Enhances student achievement
• Prepares students for a rapidly changing world

• Provides equitable access to schoolwork from anywhere, 
at any time

• Makes school operations more efficient 
• Enhances security for people, property and data

• To ensure more equitable funding
• To maintain small class sizes
• To personalize learning
• To support students who struggle (academically and social-

emotionally)
• To stabilize school funding for the future

Two ballot questions. One commitment 
to maintain existing class sizes and 
support for student learning.

The Richfield School Board has unanimously agreed 
to hold a referendum this fall to ask voters to renew 
and increase local funding to support student learning. 
There are two questions on the ballot. 

VOTE BY MAIL VOTE EARLY, IN-PERSON
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 22 NOVEMBER 7  |  7 A.M. - 8 P.M.

VOTE ON ELECTION DAY

English

Spanish



Richfield Public Schools 2023 Referendum 17

SUPPORTING MATERIALS

BE A VOTER!
Vote September 22- November 7

WAYS YOU CAN VOTE IN3MINNESOTA

VOTE BY MAIL
(Allow a couple of 
weeks for mail service)

Step 1: Complete an absentee ballot application. 
Step 2: Return your ballot application.

Step 3: Receive an absentee ballot. 
Step 4: Return your ballot by mail or in person. 

All ballots must be returned by 8 p.m. on 
Election Day, Tuesday, Nov 7.

VOTE EARLY, IN-PERSON
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 22

Monday-Friday 
Sept 22 - Nov 3 (8 a.m - 4:30 p.m.) 

or Saturday, Nov 4 (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) 
or Monday, Nov 6 (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.)

Edina City Hall
4801 W. 50th St.

Richfield City Hall
6700 Portland Ave. 

NOVEMBER 7  |  7 A.M. - 8 P.M.
VOTE ON ELECTION DAY

Find your voting location at  
www.pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/

612-798-6000

referendum@rpsmn.org

richfieldschools.org/referendumQ
U

ES
TI

O
N

S?

LEARN 
MORE

REFERENDUM
RICHFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

BO OKM ARK
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EMA IL S

1 of 2

Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 17:38:59 Central Daylight TimeThursday, March 28, 2024 at 17:38:59 Central Daylight Time

Subject:Subject: Fwd: Thank you for your investment in Richfield students!
Date:Date: Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 5:19:13 PM Central Daylight Time
From:From: Jennifer Valley
To:To: Kelly May, Janet Swiecichowski

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Superintendent Unowsky via ParentSquare <donotreply@parentsquare.com>
Date: Wed, Nov 8, 2023 at 5:50 PM
Subject: Thank you for your investment in Richfield students!
To: <jennifer.valley@rpsmn.org>

Richfield Public Schools

 
 
Superintendent Unowsky posted in Richfield Public Schools
 
 
Thank you for your investment in Richfield students!
 
Dear Richfield Community,

On behalf of the entire Richfield Public School District community, we want to thank you for
your support, partnership and (most recently) your investment in our students. Yesterday’s
referendum results show how strongly our community values strong public schools and
cares about Richfield students.

Question 1: Renewing our Technology Levy: With an 81% YES vote, we will be able to
fund reliable technology in our District, which will allow us to personalize instruction,
enhance student achievement, prepare students for a rapidly changing world, provide
equitable access to schoolwork, make school operations more efficient and enhance
security for people, property and data.

Question 2: Replacing the Operating Referendum: With a 72% YES vote, our schools
will have more equitable funding. We can maintain small class sizes, personalize learning,
support students who struggle (academically and social-emotionally) and stabilize school
funding for the future.

2 of 2

-----------------------------------------------------------------
This electronic mail transmission may contain private or confidential data and is intended only for the person
named. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing, or taking
any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you received this message in
error, please notify the sender, and delete it. Richfield Public Schools reserves the right to monitor and
review, without further consent, any messages created, sent, or received on its electronic mail system.
-----------------------------------------------------------------

We want you to know that we take your trust in us very seriously. We will continue to be
good stewards of the funds invested in our schools. We will continue to provide a high-
quality education that meets students where they are and helps them gain the skills and
confidence they need to reach their dreams.

We are proud of our teachers and staff, of our students and families, and of our community.
We will continue to deliver on our promises. We could not be more proud to serve as your
Richfield Public School District leaders. 

Sincerely,

Superintendent Steven Unowsky & the RPS Board of Education
 

 
View in ParentSquare
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Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 17:40:01 Central Daylight TimeThursday, March 28, 2024 at 17:40:01 Central Daylight Time

Subject:Subject: Fwd: Be a voter - your voice matters!
Date:Date: Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 5:20:53 PM Central Daylight Time
From:From: Jennifer Valley
To:To: Kelly May, Janet Swiecichowski

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Richfield Public Schools via ParentSquare <donotreply@parentsquare.com>
Date: Wed, Oct 18, 2023 at 5:15 PM
Subject: Be a voter - your voice matters!
To: <jennifer.valley@rpsmn.org>

Richfield Public Schools

 
 
Richfield Public Schools posted in Richfield Public Schools
 
 
Be a voter - your voice matters!
 

Dear RPS Community,

Election day is almost here! If you have not already voted, please take a few minutes to
learn about our referendum questions before you cast your ballot on Tuesday, November 7.

Without the renewed technology levy or operating levy increase, the District will be required
to make significant program reductions starting with the 2024-25 school year. (The revenue
projected in this chart includes new funding from the state.) 

2 of 2

-----------------------------------------------------------------
This electronic mail transmission may contain private or confidential data and is intended only for the person
named. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing, or taking
any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you received this message in
error, please notify the sender, and delete it. Richfield Public Schools reserves the right to monitor and
review, without further consent, any messages created, sent, or received on its electronic mail system.
-----------------------------------------------------------------
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Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 17:39:46 Central Daylight TimeThursday, March 28, 2024 at 17:39:46 Central Daylight Time

Subject:Subject: Fwd: Have you voted yet? Be a voter!
Date:Date: Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 5:20:04 PM Central Daylight Time
From:From: Jennifer Valley
To:To: Kelly May, Janet Swiecichowski

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Richfield Public Schools via ParentSquare <donotreply@parentsquare.com>
Date: Wed, Nov 1, 2023 at 5:45 PM
Subject: Have you voted yet? Be a voter!
To: <jennifer.valley@rpsmn.org>

Richfield Public Schools

 
 
Richfield Public Schools posted in Richfield Public Schools
 
 
Have you voted yet? Be a voter!
 

Life is busy. To make it easier to vote, the State of Minnesota offers early, in-person voting! 

2 of 2

-----------------------------------------------------------------
This electronic mail transmission may contain private or confidential data and is intended only for the person
named. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing, or taking
any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you received this message in
error, please notify the sender, and delete it. Richfield Public Schools reserves the right to monitor and
review, without further consent, any messages created, sent, or received on its electronic mail system.
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Simply walk into your City Hall and complete this form. 

An election judge will give you a ballot (see a sample ballot here).

Fill in your ballot and give it back to the election judge. 

Proudly wear your I VOTED sticker! It’s that easy!

You can vote at City Hall now through November 6:

Weekdays through November 3 from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 4, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 6, from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m.
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Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 17:41:09 Central Daylight TimeThursday, March 28, 2024 at 17:41:09 Central Daylight Time

Subject:Subject: Fwd: Learn About Our Referendum Questions
Date:Date: Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 5:23:59 PM Central Daylight Time
From:From: Jennifer Valley
To:To: Kelly May, Janet Swiecichowski

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Richfield Public Schools via ParentSquare <donotreply@parentsquare.com>
Date: Sun, Oct 1, 2023 at 2:01 PM
Subject: Learn About Our Referendum Questions
To: <jennifer.valley@rpsmn.org>

Richfield Public Schools

 
 
Richfield Public Schools posted in Richfield Public Schools
 
 
Learn About Our Referendum Questions
 

Dear RPS Community,

2 of 2

-----------------------------------------------------------------
This electronic mail transmission may contain private or confidential data and is intended only for the person
named. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing, or taking
any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you received this message in
error, please notify the sender, and delete it. Richfield Public Schools reserves the right to monitor and
review, without further consent, any messages created, sent, or received on its electronic mail system.
-----------------------------------------------------------------

As many of you have likely heard by now, we have two referendum questions on the
November ballot, as well as a school board election. It is important that our community
understands the questions and votes on or before November 7. 

The technology referendum (Question 1) is a renewal of an existing levy and there is no new
tax impact. The operating referendum (Question 2) seeks to increase funding for our
schools and would mean a $16 per month increase on a property valued at $300,000. 

Question 1: Renew the existing technology levy.

This levy is the primary source of funding for technology in
our District. It expires at the end of this school year and
must be renewed by voters in the November 2023 election
or the District will need to face more than $4 million in
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NEW SL ETT E R
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RHS Auditorium

Sunday November 12
RHS Fall Play: A Wrinkle in Time

3:00 PM - 5:30 PM
RHS Auditorium

Wednesday November 15
RMS Fall Play

7:00 PM

Thursday November 16
RMS Fall Play

7:00 PM

Friday November 17
RMS Fall Play

7:00 PM

Saturday November 18
RMS Fall Play

All day

4:00 PM
Fort Snelling State Park- Picnic Island Beach

Tuesday October 10
Volleyball - Girls C Squad

4:15 PM
Richfield High School

Tuesday October 10
Football

4:45 PM
Hastings Middle School

Tuesday October 10
Volleyball - Girls Junior Varsity

5:30 PM
Richfield High School

Tuesday October 10
Volleyball - Girls B Squad

5:30 PM
Richfield High School

Tuesday October 10
Volleyball - Girls Varsity

7:00 PM
Richfield High School

Wednesday October 11
Tennis - Girls Varsity

8:00 AM
TBD

Wednesday October 11
Soccer - Girls Varsity

5:00 PM
Hill-Murray School

Wednesday October 11
Football

6:15 PM
White Bear Lake Area High School - South Campus

Wednesday October 11
Soccer - Boys Varsity

7:30 PM
Richfield High School

Thursday October 12
Tennis - Girls Varsity

8:00 AM
TBD

Thursday October 12
Soccer - Girls

4:00 PM
Richfield Middle School

School Board Meeting

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
District Board Room

Monday October 23
Community Education Advisory Council

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Online

Tuesday October 24
Special Education Advisory Committee

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Online

Monday October 30
School Board Meeting

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
District Board Room

Tuesday November 7
Richfield Latino Family Association (RLFA)

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Online

7 of 7

Whether you are a resident of the school district, a current family or a graduate—the Richfield Public Schools are your
schools. Stay connected, be informed and get involved. 

Richfield Public Schools  |  401 West 70th Street, Richfield, MN 55423 | 612-798-6000
Unsubscribe Link

Tell a Friend

-----------------------------------------------------------------
This electronic mail transmission may contain private or confidential data and is intended only for the person named. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing, or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information
is strictly prohibited. If you received this message in error, please notify the sender, and delete it. Richfield Public Schools reserves the
right to monitor and review, without further consent, any messages created, sent, or received on its electronic mail system.
-----------------------------------------------------------------
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Encouraging a Growth Mindset
Written by Nancy Stachel, Principal at Sheridan Hills Elementary
 
In school, we focus on having a growth mindset. This means teaching students self-talk that will help them to be successful as they
learn new things. We model phrases like "I don't know how to do that yet," "I'll figure it out," "I learned something (rather than
saying I made a mistake)," and "I can do hard things." 
 
Parents and guardians can model this at home by using phrases like these to encourage their children:

When your child says they can’t do something or don’t know something, reply, “You can’t do it yet.” or “You don’t know it yet.”
"You are so hard-working!" (Say this instead of, "You are so smart!")
“Effort is exercise for your brain.”
“I love how you didn’t give up, even when the work was difficult.”
“Great job being persistent!”
“I’m so proud of how you worked through that challenge!”
"Thinking is like giving your brain a workout."

During the school day, we work to help students understand that their brain is a muscle to develop and that they are capable of
learning. I always tell students that it is "practice" if you already know how to do it and it is "learning" if it's something new. School
is about "learning" to do new things and learning is often hard. The key is to keep trying. With the right encouragement, I know all
our students will experience success.
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Technology in Special Education
Technology provides so many rich experiences for students - virtual field trips, cutting-edge software with personalized activities,
interactive models and more! And it also helps level the playing field for students who learn differently.
 
Meg Hoehn is a Special Education Lead Teacher and has been teaching in RPS since 2008. During her career, she has seen
technology make major advancements when it comes to teaching and engaging her students. 
 
“When I first started teaching, the tools I needed were not easy to access,” explained Meg. “If I had a student who needed to type
their answers, I had to find and give them an AlphaSmart or pull them into a computer lab, away from their class. If I had a student
who needed the audio version of a novel, I had to provide them with a CD player and headphones - and sometimes ended up pulling
them into the hallway so they could listen without standing out amongst their peers. If I wanted to give an accommodated version
of a worksheet to a student, I would try to hand it off without drawing too much attention, but sometimes it was obvious.”
 
Thanks to advances in technology, she has been able to seamlessly integrate these accommodations into her teaching. Typing is
easy now that students have access to Chromebooks. Books are readily available as audiobooks for download or to check out from
the library, and individualized assignments can be discreetly given to students in class through Schoology, the online learning
platform that stores all classroom and homework material in the cloud for students to access 24/7.  
 
“I am so thankful for what I can do so easily to make school more welcoming for students with disabilities,” said Meg. “Not only that,
but I teach them every day to use tools they'll have easy access to even after they graduate - they won't need to find that
AlphaSmart or that book on tape - and that's a great feeling!”

Upcoming Events

Special Dates
October is National Bullying Prevention Month
October is alsp National Principals Month
October 2 was Facilities Appreciation Day
October 4 was Walk & Roll to School Day
October 6 was National Coaches Day
October 8-14 is Fire Prevention Week
October 9-13 is National School Lunch Week
October 15-21 is Safe Schools Week
October 16-20 is National School Bus Safety Week
October 18 is Unity Day

Student Performances
Wednesday November 8
Beginner Band Informance

7:00 PM

Thursday November 9
RHS Fall Play: A Wrinkle in Time

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
RHS Auditorium

Friday November 10
RHS Fall Play: A Wrinkle in Time

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
RHS Auditorium

Saturday November 11
RHS Fall Play: A Wrinkle in Time

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Athletic Events
Tuesday October 10
Tennis - Girls Varsity

4:00 PM
TBD

Tuesday October 10
Football

4:00 PM
Richfield Middle School

Tuesday October 10
Cross Country - Boys Varsity

4:00 PM
Fort Snelling State Park- Picnic Island Beach

Tuesday October 10
Cross Country - Girls Varsity

Advisory Council &
School Board Meetings
Tuesday October 10
Work Experience Advisory Committee

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
In Person or Online

Tuesday October 10
Richfield Latino Family Association (RLFA)

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Online

Wednesday October 11
District Curriculum Advisory Committee

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM
Online

Monday October 16
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Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 17:53:12 Central Daylight TimeThursday, March 28, 2024 at 17:53:12 Central Daylight Time

Subject:Subject: Fwd: Here is the latest edition of Your Schools!
Date:Date: Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 5:22:07 PM Central Daylight Time
From:From: Jennifer Valley
To:To: Kelly May, Janet Swiecichowski

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Richfield Public Schools <noreply@richfieldschoolsorg.myenotice.com>
Date: Tue, Oct 10, 2023 at 7:01 PM
Subject: Here is the latest edition of Your Schools!
To: <cassandra.quam@rpsmn.org>

Your Schools is an e-newsletter designed to engage our entire community in the great things taking place in Richfield Public
Schools and to share ways you stay connected, be informed and get involved. Thank you for subscribing, CASSANDRA!

 

Photo: Dir. Rachel Banks Kupcho, Student Board Representative Chimdalu Dibua, Dir. Peter Toensing, Chair Paula Cole, Student Board Representative Paola
Hernandez Zuniga, Treasurer Tim Pollis, Dir. Crystal Brakke. Not pictured: Vice-Chair Eric Carter.

School Board Message
Dear Richfield Community,

We, the Richfield School Board, want to express our gratitude for your support of our students and staff. Our mission is clear: to
inspire and empower each student to learn, grow and excel. Keeping our promises is central to our commitment to you.
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We are proud of the partnership we share with our community. Over the years, you have championed our schools and our
students, and we appreciate the trust you place in us to oversee their education.
 
This fall, we have two ballot questions that directly impact student learning:
 
Question 1 seeks to renew our longstanding technology levy, which allows us to personalize learning, enhance student
achievement, provide equitable access for our students and improve school security and operations. This levy was first approved in
2003 and was renewed in 2013. It is the primary source of funding for all of the District’s technology. Without its renewal, the
District faces more than $4 million in budget cuts. Renewing this levy will not increase your taxes. 
 
Question 2 asks to increase our operating referendum to be equitable with neighboring districts. Currently, our referendum is only
half of what neighboring districts receive per student. Without this increase, the District would be unable to maintain small class
sizes, continue high-quality academic opportunities, increase social-emotional support for our students, ensure personalized
learning for all students and stabilize funding for the future. The tax increase for passing this question is approximately $16 per
month for a $300,000 home above currently assessed taxes.
 
We sincerely appreciate your thoughtful consideration of these requests. Together we can continue to provide support to the
students in our district. These referendums are ultimately for our children, their learning and their future.
 
With warm regards,

Paula Cole, Board Chair
Eric Carter, Vice Chair
Crystal Brakke, Clerk
Tim Pollis, Treasurer
Rachel Banks Kupcho, Director
Peter Toensing, Director

Learn More About the Referendum

 

Celebrating Richfield High School
We have a lot to be excited about at Richfield High School! This year, RHS was awarded a place on the "Best Public High Schools
2023-24" list by U.S. News and World Report! We ranked 62 out of 927 Minnesota high schools, placing us well within the top 10%
in the state.  RHS was also named to the 2023 AP School Honor Roll, which recognizes schools with AP programs that are
delivering results and broadening access for students.
 
These recognitions are testaments to the dedication and hard work of our students, teachers, staff and the entire Richfield
community. We are extremely proud of these recognitions and we promise to continue our commitment to excellence, growth and
serving our amazing students. 
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Learn more about what makes RHS a great place to learn grow and excel:

2023 Graduation Rates
Academic Excellence for the Class of 2023
Academic Rigor and Advanced Coursework
RHS is on the 2023 AP School Honor Roll

 

Outdoor Learning & Play for our Youngest Learners
Preschoolers at the Central Education Center already spend a lot of time outdoors during our school year, but now they have an
Outdoor Learning Center to help them learn and explore!
 
Thanks to a collaboration with our community partners at Best Buy, the new Central Outdoor Classroom provides a safe, fun space
for children and families to enjoy nature. You will see teachers reading to children under the tree, children balancing on logs and
using magnifying glasses to observe nature. 
 
Playing outdoors is a powerful way to support a child’s physical and intellectual development and offers children opportunities
they cannot have the same way indoors. Outdoors, children use scientific inquiry to learn how seeds grow, the life cycle of animals
they see, about changes in the seasons they experience and so much more. When children can see, touch, and experience firsthand
the things they are learning about in pictures indoors, it deepens their learning.

 




